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and in 1828 he entered the Cabinet as Secretary at War.
For a short time in 1830 and 1834 he was Chief Secretary
for Ireland, for both Wellington and Peel were his close
friends and placed implicit trust in his loyalty and judg-
ment. When he was appointed to Ireland someone asked
Wellington whether he was strong enough for the post.
The Duke said: "Hardinge will do; he always under*
stands what he undertakes and never undertakes anything
he does not understand." Indeed, in all his posts Hardinge
was successful both as a statesman and as a speaker. He
was known as "the Soldiers' Friend." Many fundamental
principles in the organisation of the Army were initiated by
him; recruiting, pensions, discipline, finance and armaments
being all subjects to which he gave his "closest attention.
He was also a popular and famous adviser as regards duels,
his tact and sense of honour being universally respected.
In 1842 he was offered the Command-in-Chief in India.
This he refused; but two years later, at the age of fifty-
nine, he accepted the post of Governor-General, in succes-
sion to his brother-in-law, Lord Ellenborough.
On his journey out he had an interview with the Khedive
of Egypt, and after inspecting Aden he arrived in Calcutta
in July 1844. It was known that a war with the Sikhs in
the North-West was probable, for their capital at Lahore
had been torn with dissensions since the death of their ruler,
Ranjit Singh, five years previously; and after the recent
British defeats in Afghanistan the Sikh leaders looked
forward to easy victories, In 1845 a Sikh army of 60,000
men with 150 guns crossed the Sutlej and invaded British
territory* The Commander-in-Chief, Sir Hugh Gough,
fought four pitched battles in three weeks and finally
defeated the enemy at Sobraon, when Lahore surrendered.
This was the ftrst Sikh War. The infant son of Eanjit
Si&gh, was then appointed Rajah; and a British force and
Resident were quartered in the Punjab. Hardinge himself'
had taken part in the campaign, insisting on serving under
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